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were persecuted by the Company of Apo-
thecaries.

3rd. It is not correct to state that a man

cannot become a fellow of the College of

Physicians unless he hold a particular
religious creed."

4th. It is not correct to state that &Prime; the

medical diploma of any university will

procure for a candidate an examination at

Apothecaries Hall."
5th. We did not state that any graduate

had " praised " the College of Surgeons.
6th. It is not correct to state that it is

lawful for the Apothecaries Company to

"persecute regularly-licensed practition-
ers."

GUY’S HOSPITAL.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;Though I feel much indehted to

you for your attention in having devoted a
portion of your valuable columns to a

refutation of the charges contained in the
letters I sent you, I stzll think your report
of the lectures and practice at Guy’s Hos-
pital was not so fairly given as it ought to
have been. 1 am sorry to perceive that

you plead ignorance in answer to many of
the charges, and entirely overlook the

principal cause of complaint, namely, the
ill effects your strictures would produce on
the public with respect to the gentlemen
who have been educated there. I cannot
believe that you can really wish it to go
forth to the world that a gentleman who
has studied at Guy’s is not as well quali-
fied to follow his profession as the student
of any other hospital, yet this is precisely
the idea your report conveys, and is doing
the Guy’s student a very great injustice.
Not having been at Guy’s Hospital for
some time, I can say nothing with respect 
to the asserted neglect of the patient in
September last; ii your information is in-
correct, I trust some gentleman will con-
tradict the statement. I can only remark
that during three years attendance at the
Hospital I never witnessed anything of
the kind. You appear to have taken a
great deal of pains to find some charges
against D:-. Addison and Mr. Key ; I know ’
nothing of the cases you mention, and of
course should not presume to attelflht acoittradictiou of them, as these gentlemen 
doubtless will, if they think it necessary ; 

you seem, however, to forget that such
cases may have happened at other hospi-
tals, which have not fallen under your
displeasure, and therefore have not been
recorded. In conclusion I can onlv ex-
press my regret that Guy’s Hospital has
not had a better advocate than myself to
contend with a gentleman of your great
abilities ; and with many thanks for the
kind attention you have favoured me

with, I remain your constant subscriber,
! 

A LATE PUPIL OF GUY’S HOSPITAL.

GRACCHUS TO THE GREEN MAN.

(NOTE 1.)
SIR&mdash;The elder Goths attempted, and

nearly succeeded, in eradicating literature
and science from the face of Europe.
Their successors cannot hope to do this
now; but they are working hard to retard
the progress of learning and knowledge
in the lower grades of society, through
which means the upper classes hope to
profit, by retaining their literary ranks,
without much trouble or exertion. You
ask a contemporary and "ancient ally," if
he means to say that the candidate practi-
tioner (that is to say, the general practi-
tioner) will be required to possess an

amount of education equal to that taught
in the Scotch Universities. The contem-

porary answers in the affirmative, and
adds, rather sarcastically, that " the edu-
cation of the general practitioner is now
very nearly as good, and ought to be some-
what better, than that of the Scotch doctor
who asks the question. Dr. Johnson is

perfectly correct in this assertion. The
Scotch doctor took his degree in Edin-

burgh, after three winter sessions of study
(now four), and a short course of botany
in the summer. He then underwent an
inefficient examination, chiefiy in Latin,
and came out a "physician I" Need I

compare this with the education and exa-
mination of the general practitioner of the
present day ? And yet, friend Green, you
have had the imprudence (to call it by no
harsher name) to hold up the education of
the Scotch doctor as a point utterly unat-
tainable by the English surgeon !! Verily,
friend, thy proverbial Scotch caution and
discretion forsook thee on this occasion !
You speak of "a forced level to which

all must rise, and which none can pass,
as destructive of all emulation.&rsquo;&rsquo; In-
deed ! What is to prevent any indivi-
dual from passing this higher level than
now exists? "Oh," you will say, I sup-
pose, 

" If there were noclistinction between
i
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Fellows and Licentiates of the College of
Physicians, where would be the field for
emulation ? Of what use would be syco-
phancy and subserviency, if a fellowship or
a commissionership were not occasionally
to reward the professor of those noble
sciences ?" But how are a high level, and
one uniform denomination, to destroy
emulation ? The Fellows of the College
hfvo the same level and rank; so have the
Licentiates. Has this level destroyed am-
bition and emulation among them ? Has no
FELLOW risen above his level in the grade ?
Has Elliotson’s emulation been crushed by
being in the high level of his class ? Has no
Licentiate risen by talent and emulation
above his level? Is there no Licentiate,
friend Green, who has got above yourself,
in the estimation of his professional bre-
thren, or society at large ? Is it possible
that a journalist, who is the organ (I will
not use the vulgar expression which you
apply to a contemporary) of the medical
aristocracy or oligarchy, should be so de-
fective of common sense and common rea-
son, as to maintain that a high level of
medical education, or of any education,
would tend to " destroy emulation ?" It
would have precisely the opposite effect.
As distinction could then result only from
superiority of knowledge and talent, and
could not be purchased by interest or sy-
cophancy, the real and effectual stimulus
to exertion would be constantly supplied,
and talent would, still more surely than at
present, attain its level,&mdash;far above the
general level, however high that might have
been fixed. So much for the two points
now discussed. I shall pay my respects to
you, friend Green, whenever your lucu-
brations attract the attention of your de-
voted servant,

GRACCHUS.
London, Jan. 2,1834.

PROPAGATION OF LEECHES.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;On p-crusing the interesting ac-
count regarding leeches, in your Journal
of this day, I thought the following ex-
tract from a lecture on leeches, delivered
by me at the Westminster Dispensary,
might be useful. Yours truly, ’

JOHN Epps, M.D.
89, Great Russell-street, Dec. 28.

" Leeches, gentlemen, being thus va-
luable as medicinal agents, it has alwaysbeen a matter of inquiry, What is the best
niode of keeping leeches so that thezl may
PROPAGATE ?" A great variety of means

JOHN EPPS, M.D.

has been tried. No success attended any
plan but one that was devised by the phy-
sician-general to the forces in one of onr
West India islands (I forget the gentle.
! man’s name). lie took clay, and having
; worked it well, placed it in the centre of a
large vessel in which he kept leeches.
He found in a short time that the leeches
burrowed holes in this clay, so as to giveit a perforated aypzearance; and, much to
his delight, olaserved young leeches to apppearafter a short tine. After this, this gentle-
tleman found no difficulty in obtaining any
supply of leeches."

This extract strikingly corroborates one
remark of Mr. Sherriit ’s, namely, that the
earth, which he recommends to be put in
the box, will answer better if it be of a

clayey nature. And I have very little
doubt that if he watches with care he will
observe ova at the proper season.

J. E.

CORRESPONDENTS.

On handing the letter of Dr. Fergusson
to our reporter, that gentleman states
" that he did not consider Dr. Fergusson to
have been acting in hostility to the eighth
resolution, and did not by any means in-
tend to employ the term ’warmth’invidi-
ously. With regard to the word trinmph,’
all that was meant in the report was, that
Dr. Copland succeeded ultimately in bring-
ing the meeting to act in conformity with
his first decision.&rsquo;&rsquo;&mdash;At the request of Dr.
Fergusson, the letter of Dr. F. is withheld
from publication.

NOTICE.&mdash;Dr. Epps has in the press an
account of a case of epilepsy, which was
cured after the disease had existed twenty
years.

G. J. P.-In roply to questions 3, 4, and
5, we may state that AI. P.’s have now little ill-
ilurncc in procu in, those appointments, The re-

gulations are too long to insert in this phtcc, but if
our correspondent will crlll at the ollices of the

Army an&ugrave; Navy Boards, lie may obtain copies of
them.

The enigma from Aylesbury or Wood-
bridge is unintelligible to us.

Ein Naturverstan&iuml;ger - We have
scached our list, and cannot find a single instance
of ealy or. late lectures on anatoiny. Hdlf-pasttvu
is the usual hour.

A Pupil should ask Dr. R. himself.
Preparing for puhlication " The Study

of Oswology, or lliatmy of the Bones of the Hu.
man Body." Illustraled by five  imperial fubo
plaies, from Albinns and Cheselden. By T. Castle,
F.L.S. Trin. Coll. Camb. &c.

ERRATUM.&mdash;In leader, tast week, page .M9,
fine 13, Iranspu3e OM of the &Prime;.and’s&rsquo;&rsquo; to the eud of
thy line.


